SPERRY-GALLIGAR AUDUBON

PHOTO CONTEST, 2010

Pittsburg, Kansas

The Four-States region has a lot of natural beauty and interest. The Sperry-Galligar Chapter of the National Audubon Society encourages Four-Staters to be careful observers of nature, to take photographs of some of your favorite local observations, then share them with the community. This is a project for any local amateur with a camera, not just "serious" photographers, and not just Audubon members. Have some fun! Let us see what you see in nature!

PRIZES

The winner of each of three categories will receive a $25 certificate to a Pittsburg restaurant and a certificate of achievement. The winning photos will become the property of S-G Audubon and will be displayed at various public venues.
DEADLINE

The last Thursday in April, 2010 (the April S-G Audubon meeting).    Winners will be announced at the following May picnic, which will be the last Thursday in May.

RULES

1. The contest is open to all amateur photographers who live within approximately 50 miles of Pittsburg, including students of local colleges and other schools. There is no age limit. No Audubon affiliation is necessary.

2. Photographs must be taken within 150 miles of Pittsburg.

3. Photos must be approximately 8 X 10" (give or take an inch), mounted on foamboard.    Matting is optional. No frames.

4. The contest must be accessible to the average photographer. Therefore photos may not be modified outside the capabilities of what is considered an average, moderately-priced camera in terms of cropping or moderate manipulation of light.    No photo-manipulating-type computer programs are to be used. There must be no addition or deletion of images to your print, and no significant modification of color. The judges will use their judgement as to the extent of manipulation of the original photograph from nature.

5. There are three categories (see below). Up to five photos total may be submitted.   All five may be in a single category or you may spread them among the three categories.

6. Your photos must be submitted with the completed entry form.

7. There are no entry fees.

CATEGORIES

1. Animals. Pictures of wild animals in the wild. Animals must not be in cages, domesticated, or otherwise restrained or trained. Attractants may be used, for example, bird feeders or baits. Examples in this category would include photos of deer, butterflies, birds, turtles, etc.

2. Plants, Landscapes, Things in Nature. Wildflowers, snowy woods, mushrooms, beaver dams, stormy skies, nests, tracks, rainy puddles, tree bark, a turkey feather in the woods, sunsets, etc.

3. People in Nature. People engaged in nature: fishing, birding, gardening for wildlife, burning a prairie, etc. This category may also include images of obvious nature-human interaction, but does not have to include a person in the photograph. An old rowboat on a riverbank, a still life of a collection of old field guides and binoculars, etc. Note that your photograph does not necessarily have to be "positive" in its attitude.

CRITERIA FOR JUDGING

Within the capabilities of relatively inexpensive photographic equipment, both technical and aesthetic concerns will be considered. Composition, drama, interest, atmosphere, humor/pathos may be considered, as well as the difficulty and creativity in obtaining the photograph (again, within amateur constraints).

JUDGES

A committee of judges (to be determined) with appropriate expertise.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

· There will be one winner per category (although the judges retain the option of not choosing a winner in a given category). There are no runner-up or honorable mention designations.

· All entries will be displayed at the May picnic of the S-G Audubon chapter (last Thursday in May), and the winners announced at that time. The winning, photographs will become the property of S-G Audubon, and will be displayed at various chapter activities and/or in other public venues.

· The contest will be administered by Steve Ford. Photos and the forms are to be given to him or sent to: Dr. Steven Ford, Biology Department, Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, Kansas 66762. Questions may be directed to him at 620-235-4745 (office), 620-632-4280 (home), or email sford@pittstate.edu
· All consideration will be taken in caring for photographs, but neither the contest administrator, the judges, nor S-G Audubon will be held responsible for damage or loss.

· Non-winning photos should be picked up by their owners at the May picnic or in S. Ford's office in Heckert-Wells Hall, room 330, on the Pittsburg State University campus, by the end of September, 2010. (Heckert-Wells Hall is on Joplin Street, just west of the football stadium.) After that date they will become the property of S-G Audubon or be discarded. If you want them returned by mail please provide a self- addressed envelope with proper postage.

SPERRY-GALLIGAR AUDUBON PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY FORM

Photographer's name____________________________________________________

Address (with zip)______________________________________________________

                              ______________________________________________________      

Telephone____________________________________________________________

Email (optional)________________________________________________________

Do not write your name, but do include the following on the back of each photo:

*Photo number, that is, 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. (No more than five photos total)

*Photo category: A, B, or C. A = Animals, B = Plants, Landscapes, Things in Nature, or

                                                      C = People in Nature

*Title of your photo.

*General location of your photo. (Must be within 150 miles of Pittsburg)

Photo Category (circle)          Title                                                              General Location
  1      A B C  ____________________________     ___________________________________

  2      A B C  ____________________________     ___________________________________

  3      A B C  ____________________________     ___________________________________

  4      A B C  ____________________________     ___________________________________

  5      A B C  ____________________________     ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Your signature and date. (Indicates that you agree to the rules and considerations of this contest)

Send your photos and completed form to: Dr. Steven Ford, Biology Dept., Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, Kansas 66762. If you want your photos returned by mail, please include an envelope with proper postage. Remember, if you win, we keep your photo!

